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Unit

1 The Three Kingdoms of Korea

&

L

The Three Kingdoms are
very important to the
formation of modern
Korea. It is especially
useful to understand the
relationship between the
Three Kingdoms and

the neighboring foreign
countries. In this unit, you
will follow five steps to
make a presentation on the
Three Kingdoms of Korea.
Then, you will make your
own presentation about
the same topic yet with a
different theme.
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Brainstorming about the Topic

A. What comes to mind when you think of the Three Kingdoms of Korea?
Example: Goguryeo, Baekje, Silla, Jumong, Gwanggaeto the Great, Samguk Sagi (a historical record of the Three
Kingdoms of Korea), Japan, Buddhism, Later Three Kingdoms
B. Ask and answer the following questions with your partner.
1 Do you know Jumong? Who was he, and what did he do?
2 Do you know where the Three Kingdoms were located?
3 Who was Gwanggaeto the Great? Why is he famous?
4 Which kingdom unified the Three Kingdoms?
5 Why was Goguryeo important in Korean history?
6 How did Baekje influence Japan during the Three Kingdoms period?
7 What would have happened if the Three Kingdoms had been unified by a kingdom other than Silla?
8 What is the book Samguk Sagi? Who wrote it? And why is it meaningful?
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1= 2 Developing the Theme

Develop the theme for your presentation on the Three Kingdoms of Korea. Then, describe the theme.
Refer to the sample below.

Illl

[

|

Sample

i,

Theme

Description

The Foundation of the Three Kingdoms of Korea

Gojoseon is considered the first Korean kingdom.

Before the Three Kingdoms period, there were several

smaller states, such as Buyeo, Okjeo, Dongye, and

Goguryeo, in northern Korea. In addition, Samhan,

the three confederacies, was in southern Korea, but

- itwas conquered by Baekje, Silla, and Gaya in the 4th

5 century. Baekje occupied western Korea. Silla expanded

- by occupying the Nakdonggang River basin. The Gaya

Confederacy emerged around part of the Nakdonggang

River. Those states became the foundation of the Three

Kingdoms: Goguryeo, Baekje, and Silla. The Three

- Kingdoms had territory in Manchuria and Korea.

- Goguryeo once held more than half of Korea and much of

- Manchuria. Finally, the Three Kingdoms emerged.
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Example: A Story about Hwarang in Silla Dynasty

SPEAK about the TOPIC Q N eeatsenessisianntstesenastisessesesetsestsstistetttatstetssetatetentattttasenstttetttetanttsnttestostenacarstnsss

Ask and answer the questions with your partner.
1 Which of the Three Kingdoms is your favorite? Why?

2 Confucianism was introduced to Korea during the Three Kingdoms period. Do you think Confucianism still affects
Korean society?

3 The name of the founder of Silla, Hyeokgeose, means “ruling the world with bright light.” What does your name
mean? Who named you as a baby?
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Making an Outline

Make an outline for your presentation based on the theme from Step 2. Refer to the sample below.

Theme The Foundation of the Three Kingdoms of Korea

1 Goguryeo
2 Baekje
3 Silla

Outline 4 The Unification of the
Three Kingdoms and Later Silla

5 The Later Three Kingdoms

6 Wrap-Up
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* You can use the ideas to help you write the outline above.

Keywords about Hwarang

- Samguk Sagi/Samguk Yusa - spending a lot of time in nature

- Flower Youths - cultivating the mind and exercising the body
+ King Jinheung - wearing makeup and accessories

- an elite group of young males in Silla - Five Precepts for Secular Life (Sesokogye)

- getting trained to be an ideal leader - Kim Yushin and Kim Gwanchang
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- --:. 4 Adding Details

A. Look at the sample below. Figure out how to add details to the outline from Step 3.

Theme The Foundation of the Three Kingdoms of Korea

o Goguryeo ()01-01
Goguryeo was founded by Jumong in 37 B.C. It first adopted
Buddhism as the state religion in 372 A.D. Goguryeo

é/’/ 14

reached its peak under Gwanggaeto the Great and his son
Jangsu, when it became a great power in East Asia. The
accomplishments of Gwanggaeto the Great were inscribed
on a huge memorial stone still located on the border of
China and North Korea. He started using Yeongnak (eternal
rejoicing) as the name of his new era and proclaimed
Goguryeo’s independence from China. Goguryeo enjoyed a
golden age during his 79-year reign. Goguryeo, however, was
defeated by a Silla-Tang alliance in 668.

Details
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," f Q Baekje ) 01.02
J KN !

In southwest Korea, Baekje was founded by King Onjo in 18 B.C. Baekje reached its
greatest point in the 4th century A.D. during the reign of King Geunchogo. He expanded
its territory both to the north and south. Baekje had a powerful navy and introduced its
culture, including Chinese characters, Buddhism, and pottery, to Japan. Baekje collapsed
when its soldiers fought against a Silla-Tang alliance
and were defeated at the Battle of Hwangsanbeol in
660. Later, Baekje attempted a comeback with the
aid of the Japanese. In 663, Baekje and Japanese
forces fought Silla-Tang alliance forces at Baekgang,
but they were defeated, resulting in the end of the
kingdom.
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N O sila oo

Silla was one of the longest dynasties in the world. It lasted for
992 years. Silla was established by Bak Hyeokgeose in 57 B.C.

[t was located in the southern and central parts of Korea. Silla
gained power when it took over the Gaya Confederacy in 562 A.D.
However, it frequently faced pressure from neighboring states.

Therefore, Silla made alliances with Baekje, Goguryeo, and China
at various times to its advantage. In the 7th
century, King Muyeol of Silla allied with the
Tang Dynasty of China and conquered Baekje
in 660. King Munmu, the son of King Muyeol,
conquered Goguryeo in 668.
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é The Unification of the Three Kingdoms and Later Silla &) 01-04

H

After conquering Baekje and Goguryeo while allied with Silla, the Tang Dynasty wanted
to control the Korean Peninsula. So Silla fought the Tang Dynasty and defeated its navy
at Gibeolpo at the mouth of the Geumgang River. Eventually, Silla unified the Three
Kingdoms in 676. Later Silla enjoyed a golden age of art and culture. Notably, Later
Silla showed its naval power and, led by Jang Bogo, dominated the seas of East Asia.
Confirmation of long-distance trade between Later Silla and Persia can be found in
Persian documents. Later Silla was prosperous and wealthy and had an influential
culture.
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‘ : & The Later Three Kingdoms &) 0105
h As Later Silla declined in power, the Silla Kingdom (including Later Silla), which
lasted for 992 years, was divided into the Later Three Kingdoms: Silla, Hubaekje, and
Hugoguryeo. Hubaekje and Hugoguryeo claimed to be the :
heirs to Baekje and Goguryeo, respectively. Wang Geon
deposed Gungye, the founder of Hugoguryeo, and founded
Goryeo in 918. He then defeated Later Silla in 935 and
Hubaekje in 936. Eventually, the Later Three Kingdoms
were unified by Goryeo in 936. The name Goryeo indicates
that the kingdom was the successor of Goguryeo.
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_\% = G Wrap-Up & o106

Details

starting with Goguryeo. After the Three
Kingdoms period, Later Silla enjoyed a golden age of art and
culture. The Later Three Kingdoms emerged as the Later
Silla weakened. The Later Three Kingdoms were

then unified by Goryeo.

After Korea's earliest state, Gojoseon, fell in 108
B.C., the Three Kingdoms—Goguryeo, Baekje,
and Silla—were founded in Manchuria and the
Korean Peninsula. Although the three kingdoms
were different in many ways, all three were
composed of ethnic Koreans and had similar

cultures, languages, and religions. For instance,
the Three Kingdoms

accepted Buddhism,
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To improve your knowledge as a tour guide, try to answer the questions.

@ 1 Think about the relationship between Baekje and Japan during the Three Kingdoms period.
Improving How could the two countries become close enough to help each other?
Knowledge

2 At first, Silla was the weakest of the three, so how was it able to unify the Three Kingdoms?

3 Did you know that Silla traded with Persia (Iran today) and Arab countries?

p. 16 (3)



B. Add some details to the outline for your presentation. Two or three sentences for each point are

enough. Go back to Step 3 to check the outline you made.

* Wiite each point of the outline you made in Step 3 before you add some details.

)

1
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Making a Presentation

Now, it’s time for an individual or group project. Make a presentation in class about the Three
Kingdoms of Korea by using the details from Step 4 above. To try something new, you can make a
presentation about Gojoseon, the first Korean kingdom, by following the same five steps.
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KEY Phrases Look at the key phrases of the unit. Then, make your own sentences by' using the phrases. .‘

A S B e RS R B a0

1 adopt A asB ~=5= sj=isic}

Goguryeo first adopted Buddhism as the state
religion in 372 A.D.

TP M7| 37230 MS E0E SnE AHESHCH

South Korea adopted the rose of Sharon as its
national flower.

Het2 F3EE A= AEIC

2 reach one’s peak 7:7|= 2olsic

Goguryeo reached its peak under Gwanggaeto the
Great and his son Jangsu.

DTEE FHEHD OFS Fd RIstolM T7IE ol

The Korean artist reached her peak in the 1970s and
1980s.

0 8321 3P7k= 1970 et 1980'AColl ZA7|E SHo3HCt,
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Key Phrases

on the border of -2 27

The huge memorial stone is still located on the
border of China and North Korea.

71 7{cht 7| gHl= 0Tis| S== 58] ZAHol A2] Fx Uch
The DMZ (demilitarized zone) is situated on the
border of North and South Korea.

HIFEX|ch= St gotel ZAof xk2| 1 RACH

during the reign of -2 =3 7|71

Baekje reached its greatest point in the 4th century
A.D. during the reign of King Geunchogo.

HHl= M7] 4M7| 220 SX| 712 T87|1E F71RICL

Confucianism was dominant during the reigns of
Yeongjo and his grandson Jeongjo.
Fu= Rt &t Ao EX| 7|Ztol X|uHXo|ALCH

Look at the key phrases of the unit. Then, make your own sentences by using the phrases.

B A R P R A A R B R A Bl

b

R

=
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Key Phrases

A S

with the aid of ¢ === =}

Baekje attempted a comeback with the aid of the
Japanese.

HiAls Y=ol =22 Bt &8 B3ict

King Sejong invented the Korean alphabet, Hangeul,
with the aid of his court scholars.

HIBthEE 2 sixiEel =22 ot et=2| X1=Ql 3128 FARICE

take over -= z=si0) ok

Silla gained power when it took over the Gaya
Confederacy in 562 A.D.

dlgh= M7 562'A0] 710F HUS F=SHHM MEHS EUCH

Japan took over Korea’s labor and land during the

occupation period.
U=e 7|0 B0l S EXIS HofiCt

B

e

RS R B

Look at the key phrases of the unit. Then, make your own sentences by' using the phrases.

a0
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Key Phrases

make an alliance with g == air} o)

Silla made alliances with Baekje, Goguryeo, and
China at various times.

Alak= x| D73, S0 0] H SWS WRACH

South Korea made an alliance with the United States
during the Korean War.

=Hel2 St 7120 0|32t HARRICEH

be divided into = =si5c} L)

The Silla Kingdom was divided into the Later Three
Kingdoms: Silla, Hubaekje, and Hugoguryeo.

Meig=e 2A=((Ma) FuN, Foa)e2 2RI

Korea was divided into two separate countries in the
twentieth century.

SI=12 20A1710fl FHEHR! = 42| =72 LIHULC

Look at the key phrases of the unit. Then, make your own sentences by using the phrases.

B A R P R A A R B R A Bl

b

R

=
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Key Phrases

10

S e P T R B A P B SR )

claim to 211 x50

Hubaekje and Hugoguryeo claimed to be the heirs to
Baekje and Goguryeo, respectively.

FuiH|et £ s 22t MRl TTHE ASrtn FEJCE

The hotel claimed to be a five-star establishment, but
it seemed more like a three-star hotel to us.

SE2 585 AlHoletn FEUX|E, 27t EY (o= 3d8 S20l| o 717t
Lk

be composed of = 7=}

All three kingdoms were composed of ethnic
Koreans and had similar cultures, languages, and
religions.

=2 25 SHIE0R F M0 UM FALSt 25}9t 210, J2|1 B
E XU AUUCE

The breakfast at the hotel was composed of cereal,
jam, and bread.

S RN AZ/Y, B, o2 TA=0] YU

B

R

MR RR

Look at the key phrases of the unit. Then, make your own sentences by' using the phrases.

a0
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